define a filter configuration 



modify the input text stream according to the 
filter configuration so as to generate a filtered 
text stream, the filtered text stream including 
positioning information for the input text 
stream 
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define a plurality of patterns 



define a respective association between each 
of the plurality of patterns and a respective 
executable action 

J 



process the plurality of patterns and the 
respective association so as to form a scanner 
data structure capable of comparing input 
data to at least one of the plurality of patterns 
and causing execution of the associated 
executable action upon a match of the input 
data with the respective one of the plurality 
of patterns, the processing and the comparing 
being performed in a same active process 
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Associate at least one respective start state of 
a plurality of start states with each of the 
plurality of patterns 



Process the at least one respective start state 
along with each associated pattern so as to 
form 



Set a current start state, the current start state 
being one of the plurality of start states 



FIG. 5 



